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The top 3 things I would like to accomplish in office are: economic develop-
ment, an increase in school funding and reestablishing support for our public 
schools and teachers, and to reform our criminal justice system.  All three of 
these priorities are connected in that we will save the state a lot of money in 
the long run and focus our money on the most important challenges our state 
faces.  A progressive income tax can be a generator of economic development 

as well as help our underfunded school system.  By reforming our criminal justice system so we shift our 
focus away from marijuana arrests (that should be treated as public health problems) and concentrate on 
violent and property crimes, we will save more money and improve the safety of our communities.

1. What are the top 3 things would like to accomplish in office?

Aaron Goldstein

2.  What are issues specific to Avondale that you would like to address?

The issues specific to Avondale I would like to address are economic development and support for our 
public schools.  Specifically, I want to see Milwaukee Avenue restored to a thriving strip of small business-
es.  Also, we need an increase in parks and open areas in Avondale.  Avondale is considered to have one of 
the least amount of parks and open areas in the city.  Making use of underutilized and ignored areas into 
beautiful parks and open areas is great for the community, the environment and the economy.

I would like the community of Avondale to know I was born and raised in Chicago and my entire family 
and I are proud products of the Chicago Public Schools.  I am happily married with two beautiful daugh-
ters and I want to see our district thrive.  I have spent my life standing up for those who have not had any-
one to stand up for them and fight for those who have hit hard times.  I worked for the Legal Assistance 
Foundation, the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless and the Cook County Public Defender’s Office.  I now 
own my own small business in Avondale and understand the challenges small businesses face.  As state 
representative I would be a champion for all the people of the district.

3.  What would you like the community of Avondale to know about you?



Aaron Goldstein

The city of Chicago initiative in the past three years that has inspired me the most is a shift toward envi-
ronmentally friendly programs.  Particularly, an expansion of bike lanes and encouragement of greater use 
of bikes.  We have to make sure the increase in the use of bikes is safe for pedestrians, bike riders and cars 
but I am glad we are promoting alternative modes of transportation.  I support the city’s rehabbing of the 
train system and hope we continue to improve all train lines.

5.  What city of Chicago initiative in the past 3 years has inspired you?

I have been involved in various community projects in my neighborhood of 
Albany Park, including community events and recycling programs.  In Avon-
dale, my office hosted a station at “A Day in Avondale”, hosted by the Avondale 
Neighborhood Association and the Greater Avondale Chamber of Commerce 
where local artists displayed their beautiful art for visitors to view.  It was a 
great event and an honor to be a part of it.  I look forward to being even more 

involved this year.  Events like these are great for Avondale and I will sponsor and help out with more com-
munity events as state representative.

4.  What personal experience with community projects do you 
      have?
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