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First and foremost, Illinois must provide job-creating businesses the confidence 
to expand and create more jobs which can be done by providing more fiscal 
stability. Investing in roads, bridges and physical infrastructure is also vital to 
stimulating job and economic growth. With the capital construction program 
approved in 2009 by the Legislature set to expire next year, it’s critical we imple-
ment a new program that offers vital projects and creates good-paying jobs for 
Illinois families. 

Second, I hope to serve as a resource and advocate for our neighborhood schools. The City of Chicago 
has millions of dollars in unspent funds that benefit big businesses, and I strongly believe the city should 
use these funds to prevent teacher layoffs and classroom cuts, like at Schurz High School. As your state 
representative, I will work to increase state funding for education, and connect teachers and students with 
grant and scholarship opportunities. 

Finally, we need to keep dangerous weapons out of criminals’ hands, which is why I support banning fire-
arm magazines that hold more than 10 rounds of ammunition and assault weapons. Deadly military-style 
assault weapons have no place near our families and in our neighborhoods.

1. What are the top 3 things would like to accomplish in office?

Jaime Andrade

2.  What are issues specific to Avondale that you would like to address?

My priorities in Avondale are public safety, economic development, and community health. I am actively 
working on reforms to keep dangerous assault weapons out of criminals’ hands, have introduced legisla-
tion to strengthen protections for students in safe passage routes, and will continue to work with stake-
holders to find sustainable ways to mitigate violent crime. 
 
According to a study by a local health organization, the unemployment rate in Avondale is three times 
higher than in surrounding neighborhoods. I also plan to focus heavily on raising the minimum wage 
in Illinois to ten dollars an hour. I believe hard-working families should have the resources to feed their 
children, pay rent, and receive proper medical care. And when community members earn more, they can 
spend more at local businesses.
 
When it comes to health and wellness, my concerns in Avondale require multi-faceted solutions, from 
outreach on insurance coverage, to tackling environmental concerns like air quality, and advocating for 
health programs that serve at-risk youth in our neighborhood schools. I plan to work closely with organi-
zations like Presence Hospital and Rincon Family Services to assist in their community-building efforts in 
any way that I can. 



As a first generation American, my parents emigrated from Ecuador with the 
hopes of providing their children a better life. They taught us that hard-work, 
service and honesty were the keys to becoming a successful person. My parents 
worked tirelessly to ensure that my siblings and I were given the opportunities 
to grow and succeed. From their guidance, I have dedicated my life to public 
service and have put the community’s needs before my own. If elected state 

representative, I will continue to bring government directly to the door-step of our community. 

3.  What would you like the community of Avondale to know   
      about you?

Jaime Andrade

4.  What personal experience with community projects do you have?

5.  What city of Chicago initiative in the past 3 years has inspired you?

Throughout my career, I’ve been a part of countless community projects. I served as a founding father at 
the Cardinal Bernardin Early Childhood Center, and have worked on initiatives ranging from the creation 
of the Peterson Garden Project, to overseeing the installation of a new soccer field at River Park, in part-
nership with North Park University. I have also worked closely with businesses like WMS Gaming, among 
others, to help integrate them into the community.
 
My experience working in this area for the past 20 years has given me valuable insight into what it takes 
to see a project through. I’ve spent my career building partnerships among community members, civic 
organizations, businesses, and local government agencies, and this has helped me immensely to facilitate 
these initiatives from start to finish.
 
Currently, I’m working on several projects throughout the district. Avondale is an exceptional biking com-
munity, and I’m looking to make improvements to transportation accessibility and pedestrian safety, par-
ticularly in areas like the intersection of Addison, Avondale, and Lawndale, and for children crossing busy 
intersections to reach Lorca Elementary School. I’m a proponent of safe playgrounds and open spaces. I 
support infrastructure improvements to the Belmont and Kedzie viaduct to create a safer environment. 
Finally, I strongly support the impressive beautification efforts of neighborhood clean-ups and upcoming 
mural projects to showcase Avondale’s distinct cultural identity.

The City of Chicago initiative that holds particular significance for me is one that I worked heavily on, the 
“Keep Chicago Renting” ordinance. This ordinance was passed in June of last year, and provides addi-
tional protections for tenants in foreclosed rental buildings. I worked closely with community leaders to 
ensure that City Council passed this ordinance, which protects tenants in foreclosed buildings by requir-
ing that banks continue to rent the property to law-abiding residents until it is sold to a third party. I was 
instrumental in working with the Keep Chicago Renting Coalition to ensure that the terms of this ordi-
nance protect the tenant to the fullest extent, and for this, several neighborhood groups came together 
to recognize my efforts. This initiative inspires me because it protects individuals at the most basic and 
crucial level, by keeping a roof over our neighbors’ heads in tough economic times. The ordinance took 
effect in September, and I hope to continue working to raise awareness and educating community mem-
bers on their rights under this ordinance, particularly at a time when Avondale property values are on the 
rise.


