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My goals are suited to the strengths that I would take to Springfield.  I want to 
focus on creating jobs, insuring equitable funding for public schools and pass-
ing a progressive, fair income tax.

I want to serve on the Economic Development and Small Business Empowerment and Workforce Develop-
ment committees. I will support tax incentives for small businesses aimed at helping them grow during 
their first years. I also want to reduce government’s red tape and encourage local banks to invest in our 
neighborhood businesses so that we create jobs and stabilize our community.

I also want to serve on the Elementary and Secondary Education committee.  When Brentano Math and 
Science Academy was placed on CPS’ final close list, I worked with an incredible coalition of community 
members and we successfully kept this neighborhood school open for the children of Avondale and Lo-
gan Square.  That is the same resolve I will take with me to Springfield.

The state’s economic finances are in dire straits due to years of fiscal mismanagement.  I want to focus on 
passing a progressive, fair income tax that relieves the pressure on hard working families and restores the 
fiscal integrity of Illinois.

1. What are the top 3 things would like to accomplish in office?

Nancy Schiavone

2.  What are issues specific to Avondale that you would like to address?

I want to focus on economic development in the Avondale community as one means to help control 
crime.  When I am talking with the neighbors in Avondale, we discuss their concerns about crime, jobs and 
access to quality public education.

We agree about the need for economic development as a key to turning blighted areas around.  Avondale 
has incredible infrastructure with proximity to public transportation which is a strategic attribute for new 
business development and employment opportunities.

I am a small business owner.   My business is located in an area nearby that is the dividing line between 
two rival gangs, the Maniac Latin Disciples and the Spanish Cobras.  With staking a claim to the communi-
ty in the form of an active storefront and hiring people from the neighborhood, we can make a difference 
in the crime within our neighborhoods.



I am inspired by The Chicago Green and Healthy Neighborhoods initiative.  It is an incubator concept 
with great potential to increase the quality of life in the city.  The initiative focuses on neighborhoods that 
are facing challenges that include large amounts of vacant land, population decline and lack of employ-
ment opportunities.  It sets forth strategies for urban agriculture and the re-purposing of vacant land.  It is 
focused on creating community farms, growing healthy produce and providing transitional employment 
opportunities for area residents.

It is a creative land use plan which addresses community needs in a holistic manner.

5.  What city of Chicago initiative in the past 3 years has inspired you?

4.  What personal experience with community projects do you have?

Nancy Schiavone

3.  What would you like the community of Avondale to know  
      about you?

I was raised by a single mother of four.  My mother was a teacher for the Chicago 
public schools.  We did not have money for the extras in life – only what was 
necessary.  Many residents in the 40th district face similar challenges every day.  

I am committed to supporting their interests in Springfield – not the party bosses.

I will be the strongest advocate in Springfield for rebuilding our middle class while promoting common 
sense solutions to create jobs, improve our education system, raise the minimum wage and increase ac-
cess to quality health care.  I understand wholeheartedly what Illinoisans are facing because I have faced it 
too.  I will work tirelessly to help get them back on their feet and on a path to succeed.

I have been endorsed by Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky, Hon. Carol Ronen, Alderman John Arena, Al-
derman Scott Waguespack, Citizen Action of Illinois and Illinois Federation of Teachers.
issues in Springfield and the 40th district.

As 35th Ward Committeeman, this past fall, I was a key sponsor of A Day in Avondale.  I also provided back 
to school supplies, free of charge, to neighborhood students.  I have worked closely with, and been a part 
of, numerous community groups and have been a passionate advocate and community organizer on sev-
eral issues affecting our neighborhoods.  

When Brentano Math and Science Academy was placed on the CPS closed list I took a lead working with 
Logan Square United for Brentano to successfully convince the city to keep Brentano open.  I worked 
as part of Logan Square Preservation to form the ‘Save Our Boulevards’ coalition where we successfully 
started a ballot initiative in support of open space and safety, which garnered 88% support.

In the 1990’s I served on the Board and provided bro bono legal services for the AIDS Legal Council of 
Chicago.  More recently, I have reached out and provided pro bono legal services for families facing home 
foreclosure.

My commitment to the community is one of the biggest reasons I’m running.  I think Springfield is head-
ing in the wrong direction and we need elected officials who understand our communities and not career 
political insiders.


