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Improve state spending on public education, including birth to kindergarten 
early childhood  education.

Work to change the IL income tax structure from the Flat Tax to a Progressive 
Tax.  This will take a change to the IL constitution.
 

The unemployment is too high, as well as under-employment in IL.  I will work for policies, including re-
ducing taxes, that will retain and attract jobs and improve the economy in IL and the metro-Chicago area.

1. What are the top 3 things would like to accomplish in office?

Wendy Jo Harmston

2.  What are issues specific to Avondale that you would like to address?

Improve and support the retention and expansion of local businesses.  Support initiatives that highlight 
and strengthen the community – like the ANA Restaurant Crawl, “A Day in Avondale” event, the recent 
Parent Summit, graffiti action day and other activities (holiday parties, family events, chamber activities, 
etc.).  I will support community and neighborhood decision-making regarding zoning issues and commu-
nity development – like the Bullway property.  I will work with the community on other identified issues 
important to Avondale, including crime and safety, parks, recreation and green spaces.

I am running as an independent democrat; am a lifelong resident of the district who loves living in Chi-
cago; product of the Chicago public schools and the state universities; a former public  school teacher; 
past president of the Old Irving Park  Association; past president and acting executive director of a large 
community-based organization, the North River Commission.

My experience spans many years, working with city, state and federal officials, area civics, schools and 
institutions, along with creating collaborations between diverse community groups and other partners to 
effect positive change for our community.  This is a body of work that I  am proud of – projects that have 
improved the community, resolved issues and problems.  It is a record of success, driven by collaboration, 
negotiation and commitment to improving our community.

When working with officials, I have always said that “I am here for the long haul.”  I am here to  do the 
work, whatever it takes, for however long, to reach a positive solution, to complete a project.  This is my 
work ethic.  This is what I can do, taking this energy, creativity and leadership skills to tackle working on 
issues in Springfield and the 40th district.

3.  What would you like the community of Avondale to know about you?



The focused effort to attract and foster businesses related to the technology and computer field;  city 
improvement to neighborhood parks and playgrounds; expansion of user-friendly bike lanes; the new 
strategy that police are using to reduce and deter crime, resulting in reduced violent crime.

5.  What city of Chicago initiative in the past 3 years has inspired you?

• Organized and chaired the “Kennedy Expressway Reconstruction” broad-based 
coalition that worked with IDOT to change its final plans so that the end result 
would benefit the community.  I suggested the cut-through lanes that are now 
at Keeler and Irving Park Road.

• Chaired the education committee whose work resulted in the creation of the Northside College Prep 
High School.

• Administered after-school grant program for State Representative Rich Bradley for 14 local schools.

• Organized parents, educators and community groups to design Thurgood Marshall and Irving Park 
middle schools, as part of a comprehensive plan to relieve overcrowding.

•  Recruited and organized parents and community members to run for Local School Councils  in over 20 
schools; providing follow-up trainings and monitoring implementation of the School Reform Act.

• Co-led, with area civics, work to bring median plantings and creation of streetscape template for Irving 
Park Road.

• Co-led effort that created affordable senior housing, including Mayfair Commons and North Park Village.

•  Developed and implemented CORE tutoring program, an initiative of State Representative Rich Bradley, 
in partnership with the State of IL, the Irving Park YMCA and Northeastern IL University, serving students 
from 12 area schools.

4.  What personal experience with community projects do you 
      have?
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