
Minutes: April 21, 2014

www.avondaleneighborhoodassoc.com
Keep up with the latest Avondale news. Visit:To make a donation 

to the ANA, click on 
the button below:

(773) 800-1-ANA  (262)

Financial Update

avondale.unite@gmail.com

The Avondale Neighborhood Association account currently has $2785.54 No 
major expenses took place in February.  We are in the process of sending out 
end of year tax contribution letters and yearly filing with the Secretary of State. 

The mural garden currently has $3,349.78 in the garden account to be used for 
upkeep, land use, and general maintenance of the garden over the next few 
years.  

We are also looking into the purchase of not-for-profit insurance to cover the 
Avondale Neighborhood Association.

More information on page 2
THIS SATURDAY

Avondale Neighborhood Association
Clean and Green is 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Avondale-Neighborhood-Association/163323937100134
http://avondaleneighborhoodassoc.com/
http://avondaleneighborhoodassoc.com/
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=CRK4EUL8E4S4G


April 26, 2014

upcoming events

Use this map to find the nearest Clean and Green location to you.  Meet up with your street 
captain at 10am on Saturday, April 26.  The after party will be at Avondale Park at 1pm.





Taste some of the finest grub and be entertained by over a dozen restaurant and art venues in Avondale, 
which is establishing itself as a foodie destination on Chicago's NW side.  Avondale Restaurant Crawl ticket 
holders will be sampling some of the best food and art that Avondale has to offer. 

Tour the neighborhood by rickshaw, between 1p and 5p, and learn more about the history of the neighbor-
hood from our guests Forgotten Chicago. Avondale Restaurant Crawl tickets will be available for pick-up at 
Brands Park between 12:30p and 4:30p the day of the event.

Your $20 ticket will get you samples from Chief O'Neils, Honey Butter Fried Chicken, Traspassada, Beer Tem-
ple, Pork Shoppe, Orbit Room, Square Bar, Dragon Lady Lounge, Burger King and Red Apple.  Entertainment 
will be provided by Factory Theater, Prop Thtr, Ignite Gaming, The Art House, and Alywind Accordions. 

If you want to taste your way through the neighborhood in one afternoon, grab a ticket for the Avondale 
Restaurant Crawl on May 3, 2014 by clicking here.  Tickets sold out last year, so don’t miss out! If you would 
like to volunteer for the event, please email Nikki at info@northwestartsconnection.com.

A Day in Avondale 
2014 

will take place on 
September 27.

Save the Date

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/631636


positive
What is Positive Loitering?  We as a community identify 
problem blocks--or potentially problematic blocks--in 
our neighborhood and get together to create a positive 
presence in those areas.

We generally gather together for an hour or two.  Feel 
free to bring snacks or a frisbee or a lawn chair.  It gives 
us a chance as neighbors to spend time together.

Positive Loitering events will begin soon.  Tim Grasgow 
will coordinate the blocks in need of a presence.  If you 
know of a problem corner in the neighborhood, please 
let us know.

Our Graffiti Action Day has been scheduled for 
Saturday, June 7 from 10am-Noon.  We will gather at 
Fireman’s Park and use the So Safe Graffiti Removal 
products to attack graffiti along Milwaukee Avenue 
from Diversey to Central Park.

This non-toxic product removes a significant 
amount of the graffiti and allows us to make a visual 
impact in a short amount of time.  

Please let us know if you would like to be a part of 
this event.

Join us Saturday, May 10th at 10am for a work 
day to beautify the Mural Garden at Addison 
and Avondale.

June 7, 2014

Work Day at the Mural Garden



Two murals are scheduled for summer 2014 and a couple 
more are in process.

One mural will lead to Avondale Park and is intended to 
brighten the space and to bring attention to the park 
which is hidden by the expressway.  The other will help 
to beautify the area under the expressway at Belmont 
and Kedzie.

2014 Mural Plans

$1,000 is needed to cover the immediate 
expenses of these projects.  To donate to 
this project click the button below:

As part of our efforts to improve our community, we are working to arrange a toxic waste pick up for 
chemicals and other materials that should not be thrown away or put in the recycle bin.  On Saturday, 
May 24 there will be a Free Shredding and Electronic Recycling Event sponsored by Senator Iris Marti-
nez and Commissioner Edwin Reyes.  You can bring paper documents for shredding as well as:
• Cable Recievers
• Cell Phones
•Computers, Printers, Fax, Keyboards, Monitors
• Zip Drives
• Converter Boxes
• TVs
• DVD Players, VCRs, Video Game Consoles

Keep in mind you can always drop off used car batteries at 
the police station, other batteries at Home Depot, and plas-
tic bags at Walgreens.

Toxic Waste Clean-Up

https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=BCUD53KYZF9HA


Ideas Needed for Community Classes

Redmoon Theater in Avondale

Northeastern Illinois University (NEIU), the 5th most diverse university in the nation, 
is building an extension campus in Avondale.  (El Centro Campus).  NEIU has been 
very cooperative with the community and will be investing in beautification projects 
on Kimball between the Belmont Blue line and their new campus.  The school would 
like to offer classes that will benefit the community and has asked for our input.

What classes would you like to see in Avondale?

Here are a few ideas brainstormed in the meeting this month.  If you have any additional ideas, please let 
us know.

• Polish Language
• Health Literacy
• Recycling/Toxic Waste and Other Environmental Issues
• How Neighborhoods Change over Time
• Art Classes
• 911/311 Dispatch calls and How they work
• Community Activism

Redmoon theater is producing a city-wide Great Chicago 
Fire Festival this fall.  Leading up to that event, 15 neighbor-
hood areas were chosen for two events: a BBQ and a photo-
graph session to be used in conjunction with their perfor-
mance in the fall.  Avondale was one of the 15 communities 
chosen.  At this time we are considering 2 different venues 
for the BBQ: the Ridgeway Block Party and the Carnival at St. 
Hyacinth.  We will provide more information as it develops.

The zoning committee works to connect what developments are happening 
in the neighborhood with neighbors.  The committee members have a lot of 
experience in areas of zoning, development, and real estate.  They want to 
increase communication about projects and to help educate about zoning is-
sues and their implications for our community.  They want to help make proj-
ects be the best they can be for our community.

In the past month, the committee has begun visiting with Alderman to intro-
duce themselves and to explain their organizational process.  Based on feed-
back from the Alderman, the committee is now tweaking that process.

Zoning 
Commitee



Baker purchased the property at 3050 N Rockwell after a fire 
burned down the industrial site.   The intent was to rebuild an 
industrial site.  Baker Development was not contacted by the  city 
regarding a meeting about the property, and the city assigned a 
receivership who tore down the building without first contacting 
Baker.

Due to higher costs associated with new construction, industrial 
rent would cost $10-12 per square foot.  Even with TIF funds and 
other rebates, the industrial rent would not be low enough to 
compete economically with other industrial sites available.  The 
company has reached out to potential clients in the past year, 
but they have not found any companies willing to rent the prop-

erty at a rate that would cover the cost of new construction.

In addition to this, the size and shape of the lot means that modern tractor/trailers would have difficulty navigating 
the narrow streets, and there is limited expansion opportunties for a growing business.  The majority of the proper-
ties around the lot are residential.

Even though the original intent was industrial construction, Baker is looking at other options for development.  They 
do not want to do commercial development, which leaves a residential option.  They are still exploring industrial 
possibilities, but they would like the alternative to be residential development: a mix of single family homes as well 
as 2,4,6 flats.

-A Desire to see industry stay in Chicago and not move outside the city.  In order to do that, cannot change industrial 
to residential
-Would like to see more affordable single family and 2 flat homes in the neighborhood
-Though density is sometimes veiwed negatively, it does promote small businesses and storefronts.  In ordert to sup-
port the small businesses, a certain amount of density is needed in the neighborhood
-Do not want to see Big Box stores in the space
-Would like Baker to consider a seriers of small industrial spaces, specifically in the food manufacturing industry to 
encourage companies and people like Vosge Chocolate and Rick Bayless

Baker Development Presentation

Baker Development

Community Discussion & Opinions



Our next meeting is Monday, May 19
Mission Statement
We are a non-profit, non-partisan organization that represents the common interests 
of the community members with regard to community development, preservation of 
diversity, enhancement of quality of life, safety and property values.

A representative from Elevate Energy presented at teh meeting.  Elevate Energy is a non-profit or-
ganization focused on helping homeowners lower their energy costs by making their homes more 
energy efficient.  Bungalows and 2  & 3 flats make up the majority of the homes they assist.  They 
do not sell energy or do the actual construction; instead, they are a resource to families through 
the process.  

Approximately 2/3 of energy is lost through the roof or the basement.  Elevate Energy offers  two 
different options for home assessment.  For $99 you get a reduced cost assessement of your en-
tire home, or you can schedule a house party assessment for free.  Invite 5-10 homeowners to be 
present for the assessment, and your assessment will be free.  Retrofits generally cost $2-4,000 and 
result in a approximately $500 savings per year in energy costs.

For more information visit www.elevateenergy.com.

Full Circle Communities is an organization established as an independent and fully philan-
thropic, non-profit group with the vision to focus exclusively on the preservation and devel-
opment of affordable housing and the provision of services to residents.   Their goals include 
acquiring well-located, well-maintained properties with locations that help residents gain 
access to job centers, schools, and shopping. 

A representative attended the meeting to give an update to the project they presented to 
the community last year.  They hope to break ground on the empty lot on Milwaukee Av-
enue north of Central Park.  They will be building 32 units of affordable housing, all of which 
will be fully accesible to people with disabilities.

A community meeting is scheduled for May 22 with Alderman Reboyras at Red Apple to 
discuss the project in more depth.

http://www.elevateenergy.org/

